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1     EDUCATION MAKES A DIFFERENCE

Bertha studies so she can make a better life for her family
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2     SAMARITAN HOUSE WELCOMES ITS FIRST VOLUNTEER DIRECTOR

Michele Canning is already increasing the rolls of volunteers  

2MOTHER GOOSE LITERACY PROGRAM DOUBLES IN SIZE
Family reading program helps both parents and children

Samaritan House’s Volunteer
Recognition Event — 
Save the date!

Mark your calendars for May 25,
between 4 and 6 p.m. We hope all
volunteers will join us at the Crowne
Plaza in Foster City for a celebration in
their honor.  For more information, please
contact Volunteer Director Michele
Canning at 650-341-4081, ext. 33,
or michele@samaritanhouse.com.

“Gutter Bowling Event” will aid
Samaritan House

The San Mateo County Trial Lawyers
Association will again donate monies
raised at its annual Gutter Bowling Event
to Samaritan House. The event will be
May 25, 2006 from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
at Bel Mateo Bowl at 4332 Olympic
Avenue, San Mateo. For tickets or more
information, contact Nancy Carothers at
650-341-4081, ext. 25.

Samaritan House helps the 
Easter Bunny

Throughout Samaritan House history,
we’ve helped the Easter Bunny find our
clients’ children. This year was no excep-
tion. Two weeks before Easter, Clothes
Closet Manager Jorge Chavez gathered
hundreds of donated baskets, stuffed ani-
mals, and pieces of candy while a team
of volunteers helped put them together.
Children received the baskets through
Client Services and the Clothes Closet.

We are seeking volunteer dentists
and medical professionals 

In March, Samaritan House medical
services, in partnership with the Sequoia
Healthcare District, reached another mile-
stone by adding dental and eye services
at our Redwood City Clinic. This expands
treatment capabilities and will eventually
eliminate the need for our dental and eye
patients from Redwood City to travel to
the San Mateo Clinic. This goal will
require more volunteer staff. Dr. Jason

Wong, Medical Director, says:
“The demand is already
great. The eye clinic has a
waiting list of about 150, and
the dental clinic has a waiting
list of about 200. We’re look-
ing for more volunteer oph-
thalmologists, optometrists,
and dentists. 

We encourage all specialties
to volunteer. Dr. Shirin
Salehinia, a seasoned
Samaritan House volunteer

at both clinics, finds it easy to explain why
she lends us her dentistry skills. “People
in my profession are blessed — most of
us can find a day or two a month to give
back.” If you can lend a hand for a few
hours a month, or even a few hours a
week, please contact Michele Canning
at 650-341-4081, ext. 33, or
michele@samaritanhouse.com.

Save the date for our Main 
Event Fundraising Gala —
September 30, 2006

Samaritan House’s 15th annual Main
Event fundraiser will be Saturday,
September 30, beginning at 6 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Burlingame.  This
exciting event will feature wonderful food,
thrilling auctions, great music and more!
For more information about the Main
Event, please contact Theresa Stoye at
650-341-4081, ext. 24, or
theresa@samaritanhouse.com.  

Sloat Garden Center dedicates
sales percentage to Samaritan
House

On April 1 and 2, the new Sloat Garden
Center in San Bruno dedicated 10 per-
cent of its opening sales to Samaritan
House. The company’s flier said it was

proud to support our effort as
they joined the neighborhood.
We appreciate their generosity,
and commend them for using
their inaugural weekend to
become a “neighbor helping
neighbor.”

At last year’s Gutter Bowling Event, Niall McCarthy
(left) and Amanda Riddle (right) present a check for
the proceeds to Marsha Eddleman, our Director of
Development.

Volunteer dentist Dr. Shirin Salehinia
(right) treats the Redwood City dental
clinic’s inaugural patient with the
assistance of Alex Vilchez.

Volunteers such as Louisa Rodgers (right) help Clothes Closet Manager 
Jorge Chavez create and distribute Easter baskets.
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iridiana, 11, beams with pride as she watches her mother,
Bertha Gonzalez, read a newsletter in English. One of
Viridiana’s three brothers, 4-year old Gustavo, sleeps in his
stroller after the walk from home to Samaritan House Client

Services. They’ve taken this walk many times since Bertha began her
path to literacy.

When Bertha first visited Samaritan House, Case Manager Cindy
Antezana helped her set up plans and goals that included learning
English. Bertha took to the plans whole-heartedly. Her first step
was to persuade her entire family to take part in the “Project Read”
and “Mother Goose” literacy programs of the San Mateo Library.
Leticia Smiell of Samaritan House, who co-managed the “Mother
Goose” program, says, “Bertha was very dedicated — she had a per-
fect score for attendance.”  

While Bertha was pro-active in such free-of-charge Samaritan
House programs as support groups, parenting classes, and sewing
classes — she was most pro-active in advancing her English
literacy. With the encouragement of Cindy, Leticia, and the staff
at Client Services, she advanced to the San Mateo Adult School
(“Smart Center”), where she now takes classes five days a week,
three hours a day.    

Why does she study so hard?  Explains Bertha, “I want to get a
job, and I want to set a good example for my children.” Apparently,
the example has already been set. When asked about her plans for
the future, Bertha’s daughter looks up from the newsletter to smile
and says — with simple conviction — “I will go to school and
become a doctor.”

V

“I want to get a job, and I want to set
a good example for my children.”

Bertha Gonzalez reads  to her daughter Viridiana (right) and Case Manager Cindy Antezana (center).
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amaritan House is pleased to announce that we
have our first full-time Director of Volunteers.
Michele Canning came to us in March with a
strong career history of working with nonprof-

its and volunteers, including serving as Director of
the all-volunteer City Guides of San Francisco.

After only a short time on the job, she’s impressed
by the great value Samaritan House places on the

more than 2,000 community-minded citizens who
donate time to our many programs. Michele says,
“Luck brought me to Samaritan House. It’s the per-
fect job for me because it has an important mission,
great people and a lot of dimensions.” To start,
Michele says she’s been “getting systems in place,
learning who the volunteers are, and looking for
new and creative ways to engage volunteers.”  

“I’ve already seen that Samaritan House volunteers are
extraordinarily dedicated. Among other things, they’re
helping in the kitchen, distributing and delivering
food, doing clerical work, teaching ESL to clients at
the Worker Resource Center, and assisting at the
shelter. Our clinics have many volunteers, including
the medical personnel. Except for the two medical
directors, a dental director, and a dental and medical
assistant, all of the medical personnel are volunteers.” 

Michele has already launched efforts to honor long-
time volunteers with the Volunteer Recognition Event
to be held May 25, and to bring in new volunteers,
especially more doctors and dentists to staff the clin-
ics. Among 34 new volunteer assignments in March,
Michele has signed up a retired doctor, two nurses,
two medical assistants, and two clinic interpreters.
“There’s been a theme of volunteerism in all my jobs,”
she says. “I’m in my element at Samaritan House.”

S

Michele Canning, Director of Volunteers, says “It’s the perfect job for me!”

he joint San Mateo Library-Samaritan House
family literacy program, “Mother Goose,” saw
its participation double this spring. Fifteen
families braved many rainy evenings sloshing

to our Client Services Center in order to promote
adult and child English literacy in their homes —
and they did it enthusiastically.

Now in its 5th year, three of which have been at
Samaritan House, the program uses two sets of chil-
dren’s books, in English and Spanish. The goal is to
help parents read to their children, and to help chil-
dren read to their parents. This accomplishes many
things — the parents act as role models and both
parents and children sharpen their English and
reading skills.

Leticia Smiell, director of the Samaritan House
Spanish Literacy Program, and Christine Gamba
of the San Mateo Library coordinated the program
with a special emphasis on encouraging fathers to
participate. They were especially successful this
time, with three fathers joining the group.  

All the families turned out in force for the final meet-
ing on March 27, which combined a potluck dinner, a
ceremony, reading in unison, and a book giveaway.
Before the event, Obermar Salazar, 7, sat down to look
at a book with his brother Anthony, 5, and parents
Joel and Olimpia.  Obermar said his favorite stories
were “Where is the Green Sheep?” and “The Brown
Bear.” To his father, the most important program ben-
efit was that “I learned to read and write with him.”  

Another father, Rene Villaverde, felt that “Mother
Goose was good for the children because they learned
to speak English.” Rene’s wife Ana mentioned more
advantages. “It was a good time for my husband and
me to learn to read,” she said, “and I also made new
friends.”

Steve Hargis-Bullen, Director of Client Services,
plans to continue to strongly support the program.
“The bottom line,” he says, “is that lack of educa-
tion, specifically reading, is what holds our clients
back. We want our clients not to need us, and this
[reading] helps probably more than anything else.”

The next Mother Goose pro-
gram will be at the new
San Mateo Library after
it opens in the fall.

The Salazar family enjoys
reading at the Mother
Goose program. From

left to right, Obermar,
Joel, Olimpia,

and Anthony.

T

FIRST FULL-TIME DIRECTOR OF VOLUNTEERS 
EMPHASIZES THEIR VALUE

MOTHER GOOSE LITERACY PROGRAM DOUBLES IN SIZE

Dear Friends,

As we celebrate spring finally coming
to San Mateo, we at Samaritan House
also celebrate new programs and new
accomplishments for our clients. Within
our newsletter this month you will read
about new dental and eye services now
available at our Redwood City Free
Clinic through our volunteer doctors
and dentists. You will also learn that
some of our clients are learning to read
on their own and to their children for
the very first time, with the oldest
being 86 years of age! Literacy is an
amazing gift we can bring to our
clients to help strengthen and improve
their families while encouraging future
educational goals and aspirations.

All our programs operate with the
community in hand. Samaritan House
could not provide free supportive ser-
vices in seven different programs to
12,000 people each year without the
dedication and hard work of its volun-
teers. The agency was founded on the
principle of community involvement
31 years ago and it thrives on that
same concept today. Our volunteers
help prepare meals; sort clothes and
household goods; answer phones and
help in the offices; teach English,
budgeting, writing, and self-esteem
classes; and see patients who are ill
and need medical and dental attention.
Samaritan House not only provides
services to people who need them,
we have become a home for people
wanting to use their talents and skills.
When I asked Irene, one of our long-
time volunteers, what keeps her a
youthful 95 years of age, she simply
says, “I just keep busy.”  

April celebrates volunteerism…
something that has made Samaritan
House strong and able to help people
in need in our community for 31 years.
Maya Angelou reminds us: “Take full
responsibility for yourself... for the
time you take up and the space you
occupy. If you don’t know what you’re
here to do, then just do some good….
Good done anywhere is good done
everywhere. As long as you’re breath-
ing, it’s never too late to do some
good.” There’s a lot of good going
around at Samaritan House these days.
Join us… in any way you can!

With warmest wishes,

Kitty Lopez
Executive Director
Samaritan House

AND THE 
DIRECTOR SAYS...
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We wish to thank all of our donors
who so generously supported
Samaritan House this year. Due
to space limitations, we are able to
print only those who have donated
$1,000 or more in 2005.

Donors who have contributed in
honor or memory of family or
friends are very much appreciated.
We also want to acknowledge
our many in-kind donors who con-
tributed so many wonderful things
to our clients as well as those who
gave their time volunteering in our
many programs. Thank you to
everyone who helped our neighbors
in need. 

Community Visionary - ($100,000.00+)
Peninsula Community Foundation
Sequoia Healthcare District

Community Leader - ($25,000.00+)
Anonymous
The Carl Gellert and Celia Berta Gellert

Foundation
Danford Foundation
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation
Lucile Packard Foundation for Children's

Health
Peninsula Health Care District
James and Anita Reimann
The San Francisco Foundation
San Mateo High School

Community Guardian - ($10,000.00+)
Anonymous (2)
AT&T (formerly SBC, Pacific Bell)
The Atkinson Foundation
Scott and Phyllis Bedford
Blue Shield of California Foundation
Citibank Community Relations
William and Tammy Crown
Loretta England
Margaret Gerlinger
Glenborough Realty Trust
The J. W. Bagley Foundation
Koret Foundation
Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation Inc.
Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation, Inc
Mollie Stone's Markets
Our Redeemer's Lutheran Church
Philanthropic Ventures Foundation
Michael and Catherine Podell
Tim Roake and Kathleen Gutierrez
Rupert H. Johnson Jr. Foundation
Signature Properties, Inc
Solid Rock Foundation
Brad and Gina Somberg
Thelma Doelger Charitable Trust
Violet M. Johnson Family Foundation
Mrs. Beverly Wolfe

Community Advocate - ($5,000.00+)
John and Amy Boyle
Cotchett, Pitre, Simon & McCarthy
Delano Regional Medical Center
Bruce and Teresa Downs
Donald and Janice Elliott
Jacqueline Evans
Robert and Carol Fitzgerald
FullBloom Baking Co., Inc.
Gilead Sciences
Chris Glud and Carol Olson-Glud
Robert Grassilli, Jr.
Ronald Hansman
J.H. Robbins Foundation
J. Scott Kaspick
Mary Alice Kelly
William F. Kenney
Ted Kruttschnitt
Law Offices of William F. Kenney, Inc.
Raymond and Joanne Lin
McKesson Foundation
Mills-Peninsula Health Services
Dr. and Mrs. Saburo Nagumo
Numis International Inc.
Sammut Family Foundation
See's Candies
The SHP Foundation

Betty C. Smith
Brad and Gina Somberg
Stevenson Family Foundation
Tanklage Properties
Orlin and Onnolee Trapp
Philip Traynor
Kurt and Elizabeth Von Emster
Raymond Weiss
The William L. Price Charitable Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
World Savings

Neighborhood Leader - ($1,000.00+)
ACG Construction
Allied Waste/BFI
William and Shirley Anderson
Anonymous (5)
Argonaut Foundation
David Arnott
Arthur Brothers, Inc.
Kathleen and Gerald Aubrey
Edwin Ball
Jennifer Barrett
Bay Meadows Foundation
Bay Meadows Land Company
Harry M. Beck
Agnes Bennett
Dennis and Janice Berkowitz
Maryalice Bigham
James E. Black
Jean Boehm
Richard and Mary Bona
Borel Private Bank & Trust
Nancy and Howard Bott
Boy Scouts of America Troop 42
Sharon and Joe Brennan
Thomas Brocher
Brian and Connie Brooks
Beverly Broussard
Bruce T. Adornato, M.D.
Robert and Carolyn Bunje
Tish and James Busselle
Grace Caldarello
California Casualty Group
California State Automobile Assoc.
Cashin Company
CBA Collection Bureau of America
David Cerqua
The Chiuchiarelli family Foundation
Warren and Carol Chinn
John and Jean Chorazyczewski
Church of the Holy Cross
Don and Catherine Coluzzi
Lou Colgan
Concar Enterprises
Liliane Cools
Corey, Luzaich, Manos and Pliska LLP
Mary and Paul Cosper
Stuart P. Coxhead, Jr.
Janet and William Crandall
Crosby-N. Gray & Co
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Davis
Bobbi Decker
Deloitte & Touche Consulting
Jeffrey and Lisa Diamond
Dirk and Kimberly Diefendorf
Don and Anne Stager Family Foundation
Ruth and Mike Donohue
Donald L. Galine, Attorney at Law
Bert and Linnaea Donlin
John and Alison Draper
Paul Dybbro and Alma Martinez
The E. Richard Jones Family Foundation
Tony and Jane Ellis
Episcopal Church of St. Matthew, 

League for Service
Jan and Ernst Epstein
Pam Ferris
Kathleen Shannon Finn
First National Bank of Northern California
First Republic Bank
Kenneth and Sherrilyn Fisher
John and Patricia Flavio
Todd and Kristi Flavio
Roger and Carol Flores
Foster City Lions Club
T. Jack and Patricia Foster
Franklin Templeton Investments
William and Beth Freeman
Friedman Family Foundation
Phyllis Friedman
Garlock & Company

Gloria Gelardi
Genentech Employee Giving Program
George Hall School
Elizabeth Giovannetti
Howard and Martha Girdlestone
GMW Associates
Ron and Betsy Goerss
Google Inc.
Patricia Gower
Lorelei and Jon Greenfield
Greg's Trucking Service Inc.
Patrick Hagerman
Don and Sue Ann Hansen
Helga Hayse
E. Michael and Jo Heffernan
Kenneth and Pamela Heller
Lisa and Dana Hendrickson
Herbst Foundation
James and Marilyn Hermann
Walter and Doriane Heyman
Sharon and Tom Hofstedt
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Bruce and Winnifred Homer-Smith
Mark Horowitz and Jody Buckley
Tom Huening and Denise de Ville
Ianthina and Joshua Hugg
Francis Hurley
Inclin Inc.
The Intuit Foundation
James Isaacs and Page Mailliard
Rosita and David Issel
Grace Izmirian
Richard Izmirian
Robert Izmirian and Suzanne Smith
Izmirian Roofing and Sheet Metal
Dr. David A. Jacoby and Dr. Gail T. Jacoby
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Jaffe
Daniel and Doreen James
Carol Jensen
Robert and Liz Jesinger
JK Group Employee Giving Campaign
Robert and Roberta Johansen
Michael and Kathy Joyce
William Kahrs
Kaiser Permanente
Allen and Lila Kanda
Lane Kashiwahara
Janice and Irving Katz
Sarah Kelsey and William Forrest
Helen S. Kelso
Robert and Theresa Kent
Dr. Thomas D. Kiggins
Cody Kirkham
Lorelei Komm
Labuda Family Foundation
Lawson's Complete Repair Service
Anne and Jim LeClair
Randall Lee and Ann Azama
Joe and Annette Legallet
Kirsten and Jok Legallet
Guy and Patsy Leung
Mary Lewis
Robert and Ruth Lillo
Frank and Leslie Lohmeier
Ann Lokey
Donald S. Loomis
Kenneth Ludlum and Judy Wong
Lullaby Lane
David and Reagan Luntz
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Lynch, Jr.
John and Nan Mahaffy
Martex Trading Company
Paul and Susan Matteucci
Dennis J. McAuley
Christine and Daniel McBrady
Michael and Margaret McCaffery
Leo McFadden
Micatec, Inc.
Microsoft Giving Campaign
Mid-Peninsula Vineyard Christian Church
Mills Estates Women's Club
Diana Mongini
Ann Mori
Thomas and Carole Moroney
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Kathryn Morton and Jack Hursh
Peggy and Ted Myers
National Assoc. of Insurance and 

Financial Advisors
Seth Neiman
June Neuhaus
John and Nancy Newman

Peter and Patricia Newman
William and Carol Noble
Angela Nomellini and Kenneth Olivier
North American Title Company
Donald C. Nystrom
William and Mary Beth O'Connell
Rosemarie Osborn
Barbara O'Shea
Christopher Ottenweller
Outreach-Holy Cross
Josetta and Bruce Owen
Mr. and Mrs. Marc E. Owen
Mike Pacelli and Carol Hart
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Parker
Antoinette and Richard Paterson
Jean Payseno
Ted Peck
Peninsula Beauty Supply
James Peters
Fred Petri
Georgene Petri
Mary Ann and Michael Pietro
William Poplawski
Lillian Port
Postini
PSW Benefit Resources
Richard Quadri
The Raiser Family Foundation
John and Amy Reardon
Violet Robinson
Ellen and Benjamin Ron
Dr. and Mrs. Norman Rosenstock
Rotary Club of Burlingame
Rotary Club of Foster City
Robert and Ricki Rouse
San Mateo County Assoc. of Realtors
San Mateo County Realtors Foundation
Robert Sawyer
Scheid Industrial Supply, Inc.
Dr. William and Florette Schwartz
Joseph L. Schweitzer
Ann F. Scott
Sequoia Hospital Foundation
Hasma and Aram Serverian
Constance M. Sevier
Mark and Rebeca Showen
Steven N. Shpall and Kay I. Daniels
Cheryl Shrewsbury
Leonard and Marcia Sklar
Patricia M. Smyth
Spence Family Fund
Speramus Foundation
Diane Spieker
St. Bartholomew Parish Community
St. Catherine of Siena Church
St. Lukes Skip a Meal Program
St. Paul's Episcopal Church
Tony Stayner
John and Kathy Stults
Robert and Maureen Sturgeon
Don and Berta Sugarman
Christian Thompson
Transamerica Insurance & Investment Group
Unitarian Universalists of San Mateo
United American Bank
Vector Laboratories, Inc.
Vocker Kristofferson and Co.
Lily Wackwitz
Keith and Alice Wallace
Susan Walsh
Ms. Mimi Webb
Lewis Weil
Wells Fargo Bank
Wells Fargo Community Development
Joan Wheelwright, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Phil White
James and Lia Whitehead
William H. Crocker School
Kim and Kenneth Williams
Patrick Windham and Arati Prabhakar
Michael and Bebelu Wishart
Mark and Sheila Wolfson
Tina Wolter and Geoffrey Duyk
Jason Wong
Otto and Betty Wong
Woodmont Real Estate Services, L.P.
Frederick and Melanie Yeager
Pegi and Neil Young

2005 Bequests
Margaret S. Gerlinger
Premina Mazini

SAMARITAN HOUSE EXTENDS A HEARTFELT THANK-YOU 
TO OUR LEADERSHIP CIRCLE FOR 2005


